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| had a question from a reader who was having trouble with his client variables
database. You don't have to be using ColdFusion for long before you learn (or are told)
that if you are going to use Client variables it is important to use a database and not
the registry. This goes back to the old CF 5 days when client vars could cause the
registry to grow to astronomic proportions before anyone would notice.

The solution to Client variable performance has always been to move them to a data
source on an RDBMS (MySQL, MSSQL, Oracle etc). The process is all done using the
ColdFusion Administrator. It is a bit involved but not difficult.

¢ Add a datasource with create, update, insert and delete permissions.

¢ On the "client variables” page, select the DSN from the drop down and click "add".
Follow the instructions to set up the DSN. | always check the box to "disable”
global variables because | never use them (things like "hitcount”).

e When you submit, the tables will be created and the DSN will be listed under the
curiously named "Actions Storage Name Description” section where the registry
and cookies are also choices.

Once your DSN is on the list it can be used to store variables - either by selecting as the
"Default” storage location in CF administrator or specifying it in your Cfapplication tag.

Meanwhile, having explained the rudimentary steps for adding a client variable DSN my
reader is impatience to hear his problem explained - so here goes. He created a DSN
named "coldfusion” and used the steps above to insure that it was specified as the
client variable DSN. He noticed immediately that the "global” variables were created,
but no actual "client” variables were created. In other words, when he did something
like "cfset client.user = 'bob™ it had no effect. Subsequent requests indicated that
client.user did not even exist. Clearly the records were not being written to the DB.

The Fix

After some trial and error | suggested that perhaps the datasource name of "coldfusion”
was the problem. Why you ask? As a rule | never use what could be a reserve word as a
variable or datasource name. | surmised that “coldfusion” seemed to fit that standard
so | suggested he create a new alias and try again. As soon as he did the tables began
to update. The moral of the story - don't use reserve words for things like variable
names or DSN's. Meanwhile, if by some confluence of events and aligning of the stars
you have chosen to name your datasource for client variables "coldfusion” and you are
scratching your head to figure out why it isn't working - try renaming the DSN.



